
 

 

LET’S GET RIGHT TO THE  
BOTTOM LINE.  

The truth is, emergency and long term  

shelters aren’t enough. Chicago has 193 

emergency and long term shelter spaces  

for youth. With limited space and long 

waiting lists, many youth remain on the 

streets. By working together, we can solve 

this problem.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?  

There is a way you can help—become a 

part of the LGBTQ Host Home Program. 

The Host Home Program is a housing  

model that provides an alternative to the 

shelter system for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender & Questioning homeless youth. 

Our Host Home volunteers step forward 

and open their home for a temporary period 

of time to a youth ages 18-24. Both the 

youth and the host volunteer go through 

a rigorous screening and training process 

facilitated and supported by trained social 

work professionals. All youth accepted  

into the program have demonstrated the  

desire and ability for self-improvement.  

Our goal is to create the safety and stability 

necessary for the youth to work towards 

their goal of self-sufficiency. Whether the 

focus is on education or vocational skills, 

the stability and safety from the streets our 

host volunteers provide help make this  

happen. The overall goal of the program— 

a “permanent” transition from homeless-

ness to independence for many LGBTQ 

youth who experience homelessness.

WANT TO BECOME A HOST?  

LGBTQ Host Home volunteers are commit-

ted to building community in innovative 

ways by opening their homes to homeless 

LGBTQ youth. They believe that while  

LGBTQ young people are experts in  

their lives they might not necessarily be  

experts in negotiating the transition to 

adulthood and would benefit from a safe 

and supportive living environment! 

“�Host�Homes�give�youth�support�

so�that�money�can�be�saved�and�

can�lead�to�independent�living�

versus�life�on�the�streets.”��

� � —Youth Member,     
       HHP Advisory Council 

On any given night within greater Chicago 9,000 youth 
experience homelessness and 2,000 of those youth are 
on the city streets without a safe place to sleep.1 A recent 
study from the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
stated that as many as 20% to 42% of these youth on our 
streets self-identify as LGBTQ.2    
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1  Unaccompanied Homeless Youth in Illinois: 2005, Timothy 
P. Johnson and Ingrid Graf, Survey Research Laboratory,  
University of Illinois at Chicago. 

2 Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Youth: An Epidemic 
of Homelessness: 2006, Nicholas Ray, Colby Berger, Susan 
Boyle, Mary Jo Callan, Mia White, Grace McClelland, Theresa 
Nolan, National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Policy Institute, 
National Coalition for the Homeless.



STILL INTERESTED?   

Check out the criteria below: 

•  Be at least 25 years old 

•  Complete background checks 

•  Provide three references 

•   Complete an initial interview and  

follow up home interview

•   Have an extra bedroom/private living 

space for the youth 

•   Complete comprehensive training within 

an LGBTQ affirmative practice model. 

YOUTH WE SERVE 

The LGBTQ Host Home Program serves 

LGBTQ homeless youth ages 18-24 who 

have a desire to move beyond the streets. 

These youth are ready to work on education, 

employment and housing goals in order to 

create an independent self-satisfying life  

for themselves. 

SUPPORT OUR WORK 

To learn more about becoming a part of the 

LGBTQ Host Home Program please contact:

Bonnie Wade, A.M. – Associate Director 
1340 S. Damen, Suite 205 
Chicago, IL 60608 
Phone: (312) 738.5966 
Fax: (312) 666.6906 
Email: wadeb@ucanchicago.org

ABOUT UCAN 

For over a century, UCAN has served as 

a safe harbor for traumatized youth and 

families at-risk. UCAN serves over 10,000 

youth each year through a variety of pro-

grams aimed at healing trauma, educating 

youth and family and preventing violence.

UCAN is accredited through the Council  
on Accreditation.

COMMUNITY PARTNER 

UCAN is proud to be partnering with  

Howard Brown Health Center to bring you 

this new program.  

Howard Brown Health Center is one of the  
nation’s largest LGBT healthcare organizations. 
Its Broadway Youth Center is a collaborative  
program with 17 community partners, and  
provides comprehensive, no-cost services to  
at-risk LGBT and homeless youth, ages 12-24.
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